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Principle 1:  Conserve Natural and Scenic Assets
County Information Sheet
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Highland County is the most moun-
tainous county in the region.  Although
it is almost exclusively rural, it does not
have much opportunity for high value
agricultural activity.  The county
ranked 53th in agriculture in the state
and 7th in the VCC region in 1997.

The main agricultural products are
hay and cattle. Highland also ranks 2nd

in Virginia in sheep production.  Ma-
ple syrup is an important local product.
Total market value of  agricultural prod-
ucts in 1997 was $12,256,000, an in-
crease of more than 74% over its 1987
total.  Livestock and poultry made up
98% of that value.  According to the
Agricultural Census, the county lost
both farms and farmland. In 1997
there were 20 fewer farms and 3,538
fewer acres in farming.

These statistics mirror the regional
trend, but the reasons for this decline
are unclear. Highland County has been
losing population and has not experi-
enced land use change that would ex-
plain a movement out of  farming. The
losses may relate to a high rate of absen-
tee landlords and some reversion of
steep, erodible land to forestland.

In forestry, the county is fairly impor-
tant.  The value of  timber harvested in
Highland County was $2,067,195 in
2000, up from $472,242 in 1986 (a
337.7 % increase). The county ranked
4th in the region in timber harvest val-
ue in 2000, down from 3rd in 1986.
Hardwood was increasingly dominant,
moving from 91.6 percent of the har-
vest in 1986 to 99.8 percent in 2000.


