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Rockingham County
Rockingham County, large in area and
exceptionally suited to agriculture, has
long been the agricultural powerhouse
of Virginia.

The county ranked 1st in agriculture
in the state and in the VCC region in
1997. It is no coincidence that the top
products in Rockingham County
(poultry and cattle and dairy) deliver
the state’s greatest cash receipts from
farming. Rockingham ranks first in
each of these sectors, as well as in the
production of hay and of corn for si-
lage. It is the nation’s top turkey-pro-
ducing county and poultry drives the
local economy. Poultry processing
plants in the area make agriculture the
largest employer in the region.

Total market value of  agricultural
products in 1997 was $438,103,000,
an increase of more than 58% over its
1987 total. Livestock and poultry made
up 97% of  that value. However, the
county lost both farms and farmland in
the decade. Between 1987 and 1997,
the county lost 61 farms and 11,815
acres. This 5 percent loss of  farmland
was higher than the regional average
and made up nearly 24% of total acre-
age lost in the region.

Forestry is not as significant in Rock-
ingham County. The county ranked
7th in the region in timber harvest val-
ue in 2000, the same as in 1986. The
value harvested was $1,236,804 in
2000, up from $247,869 in 1986 (a
399% increase). Pine lumber volume
and pine value decreased, while all oth-
er measures moved up. Hardwood was
increasingly dominant, moving from

76 percent of the harvest in 1986 to
96.8 percent in 2000.


