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Principle 1:  Conserve Natural and Scenic Assets
County Information Sheet
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Alleghany County’s mountainous ter-
rain limits agricultural uses.  The coun-
ty ranked 90th in agriculture in the
state and 10th in the VCC region in
1997.  Still, it was one of the few in the
region to register a slight increase in the
number of farms and in farm acreage
between 1987 and 1997, gaining 10
farms and 2,855 acres of farmland in
the period.  Main agricultural products
are beef cattle and hay.  The average
size of farms went up to 194 acres, 20
acres above the regional average.

Total market value of agricultural
products in 1997 was $2,132,000, an
increase of more than a third (39%)
over its 1987 total.  Livestock and poul-
try made up 89% of that value, al-
though value of crops increased at a
higher percentage (more than double
since 1992).

Alleghany is a strong forestry county
and the Westvaco plant in Covington is
the engine for the local economy.  The
value of timber harvested in Alleghany
County was $2,455,358 in 2000, up
from $378,281 in 1986 (a 549.1 %
increase).  A notable shift in the 15-
year period was the increasing domi-
nance of hardwood, which moved from
60 percent of the harvest to 94 per-
cent. Pine value declined slightly.  The
county ranked 2nd in the region in
timber harvest value in 2000, up from
4th in 1986.
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