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Principle 1:  Conserve Natural and Scenic Assets
County Information Sheet
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Page County
Page County, nestled in a narrow valley
between the Blue Ridge and the Mas-
sanutten ranges, ranked 3rd in agricul-
ture both in the state and in the VCC
region in 1997.

Main agricultural products are poul-
try (it is one of the top poultry coun-
ties) and to a much lesser extent cattle.
Total market value of  agricultural prod-
ucts in 1997 was $115,209,000, a
whopping 157% increase over its 1987
total. Livestock and poultry made up
98% of that value, despite a more than
tripling in the value of crops over the
decade. The census showed a gain of
52 farms (by far the greatest gain in the
region) although the gain in acreage
was only 579 acres. This reflects the
increase in poultry operations, which
have exploded in the county since
1987 and do not require much land.

Page County does not rank as high in
forestry terms, in part because there is
little forestland that is not publicly
owned. The value of  timber harvested
in Page County was $1,041,070 in
2000, a huge increase from just
$45,303 in 1986. The county ranked
8th in the region in timber harvest val-
ue in 2000, up from 11th in 1986. All
measures increased. Bucking a regional
trend toward increased dominance of
hardwood, in Page County hardwood
decreased from 98.4 percent of the
harvest in 1986 to only 49.7 percent in
2000.
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