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Principle 1:  Conserve Natural and Scenic Assets
County Information Sheet
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Rockbridge County

Rockbridge County sits at the head of
the James River watershed and has a
visually pleasing mixture of mountains
and rolling hills. The county ranked
41st in agriculture in the state and 6th

in the VCC region in 1997.
Main agricultural products are cattle

and hay. Horse inventory is moderate
but may increase because of the pres-
ence of  the Virginia Horse Center. To-
tal market value of agricultural
products in 1997 was $15,446,000, an
increase of 29% over its 1987 total.
Livestock and poultry made up 89% of
that value. The county lost both  farms
and farmland, 51 farms and 6,345
acres (4.0%), respectively, between
1987 and 1997.

The county leads the region in forest-
ry and ranked 21st in the state overall,
and 3rd for hardwood production. The
value of timber harvested in Rock-
bridge County was $4,768,665 in
2000, up from $1,013,421 in 1986 (a
370.6 % increase). The county ranked
1st in the region in timber harvest val-
ue in 2000, and was tops in 1986 too.
Pine volume and value and hardwood
saw timber all declined, but hardwood
saw timber increased significantly.
Hardwood was increasingly dominant,
moving from 83.7 percent of the har-
vest in 1986 to 98.2 percent in 2000.




