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Principle 1:  Conserve Natural and Scenic Assets
County Information Sheet
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Warren County
Warren County is a small county along
the Shenandoah River. The county
ranked 75th in agriculture in the state
and 9th in the VCC region in 1997.

It is not a big agricultural county.
Total market value of  agricultural prod-
ucts nevertheless increased more than
87% over its 1987 total. Livestock and
poultry made up 89% of that value.
The value of crops actually declined by
more than a quarter over the course of
the decade, a loss quite rare in the re-
gion (Botetourt was the only other
county in the region that lost value in
agricultural projects and it also lost
considerable farm acreage).

Paradoxically, in Warren County, the
agricultural census reported an increase
in both farms (36) and in land in farms
(3,883). This farm increase followed a
decrease between 1987 and 1992, in-
dicating that the increases may result
from a combination of the new census-
taking methods and the type of popula-
tion growth. For example, horse farms
or other hobby farming would have
been picked up for the first time in the
1997 census, and there appears to have
been growth in nurseries or other oper-
ations that serve a growing population.

In terms of  forestry, Warren County
ranked 9th in the region in timber har-
vest value in 2000, up from 10th in
1986. The value of  timber harvested
was $918,944 in 2000, up from
$53,379 in 1986 (a 1,621.6 % in-
crease). All measures of volume and
value moved up. Hardwood was in-
creasingly dominant, moving from

66.7 percent of the harvest in 1986 to
93.2 percent in 2000.




